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Langar airfield, six miles from Radcliffe,
re-opened as a supply station for the 
Royal Canadian Air Force in 1952 as part 
of Canada's contribution to NATO. Its 
staff married quarters were located in 
Radcliffe at the Lamcote end of the 
village, all roads being given Canadian 
names. 160 houses and 42 bungalows 
and one Commanding Officer's detached 
house were built during 1956/1957.

The houses were built by Spooners of 
Hull to the Canadian government's 
specifications, all incorporating features 
hardly seen before in Britain.

They were well insulated and had gas-fired central heating thermostatically controlled, and 
built-in wardrobes in each bedroom. The kitchens were fully fitted with Formica worktops, 
stainless steel sinks, Marley-tiled floors, a refrigerator, automatic washing machine and gas 
cookers. The gardens were open plan with areas set aside for playgrounds.

THE CANADIAN ESTATE

A reminder of the Canadian presence in the village 
was a totem pole carved in 1963 by Tim Barton, a 
Canadian pupil, erected outside the entrance to the 
Secondary Modern school.

Shopkeepers varied their stock to suit the 
newcomer’s needs, changing villagers eating 
habits as a result.

The children joined local Scouts, Guides, Cubs and 
Brownie packs. The recreation ground on Wharf 
Lane became home to baseball and soft ball 
games and the children played alongside their 
British counterparts at football and netball, with the 
adults playing golf and cricket.

A community centre was built on Bailey Lane and 
teenagers hosted a club called the 'Teen-Aires'.

Part funded by Nottinghamshire County Council’s Local 
Improvement Scheme

The children went to the village schools 
accompanied by some Canadian teachers. 
Their impact was enormous and not only 
because of their large numbers. Some of 
them were French speaking and most had 
varying educational experiences.

The Canadians left in 1963 and the houses were put up for sale the following year, after 
boundary fences and garages were built.

While over the years many homes have lost their original distinctive features, the area is still 
known as 'The Canadian Estate'.
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