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There is no specific record of a church in the village in William the Conqueror's 
Domesday survey of 1086 but there is evidence of its existence by the 13th 
century.

One of the earliest 
benefactors was Robert de 
Ayncourt.

On 16th June 1487 Henry 
V11 celebrated two Masses in 
the church before the Battle 
of East Stoke, considered to 
be the bloodiest ever waged 
on English soil.

In November 1792 the tower 
and spire fell into the church, 
causing immense damage.

By 1877 the increasing 
population of the village made 
a larger church necessary; 
the nave, aisles and tower 
were rebuilt in the Early 
English Gothic style, an 
unusual feature being the 
saddleback tower. The vicar 
at this time was Rev John 
Cullen who served in the 

ST MARY’S CHURCH

A building on this site first appeared on a 1710 survey map as owned by the 
Rosell family and was a substantial two-storeyed house described as a 
homestead.

In the 1851 census William Taylor, a widower aged 55, was living at the Hall with 
three adult children and seven servants: butler, coachman, housekeeper, lady's 
maid, housemaid, kitchen maid and footman.

When the house was sold in 1905 to Samuel Smith, a Nottingham lace 
manufacturer it was described thus: In the grounds there is a Conservatory and

Part funded by Nottinghamshire County Council’s Local 
Improvement Scheme

a well-stocked kitchen garden. 
The outside premises are well 
arranged and consist of 
stabling for 6 horses, 2 coach 
houses, saddle and harness 
room, granary and at a 
convenient distance is a set of 
farm buildings consisting of 2 
cowsheds, covered cart shed, 
chop house, calf house, fowl 
house, piggery, hovel and crew 
yard.

In 1916 Helena, Samuel's 
widow, opened the Hall as a 

village from 1874-1914. The tower now 
contains a fine ring of eight bells. 

There are several interesting stained glass 
windows in the church, amongst which the 
most recent additions are the ones presented 
by the 30th Air Material Base, Royal Canadian 
Air Force in 1962, the Royal British Legion 
Window presented in 1977 and the Millennium 
Window on the north side of the nave.

convalescent home for wounded officers.

The British Legion bought Radcliffe Hall 
in 1951 and so began its transformation 
into the local headquarters of the British 
Legion. During the 1950s the annual 
summer fetes were held on the 
extensive grounds behind the Hall.

In 1986 the Hall was recognised by 
Historic England as a Grade II listed 
building.
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Samuel Smith’s carriage outside the front entrance
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St Mary’s Church prior to the 1877 rebuild
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