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Rockley Memorial Park was a gift to the people of Radcliffe made by 
Lisle Rockley in 1927. His gift included the park and what is now the cliff 
top path and the cliffs below. The area was given as a memorial to his 
son William, killed on 10 October 1917 during the 3rd Battle of Ypres, 
and to Radcliffe men who also fell in the Great War, 1914-1918.

William Lisle Rockley 1896-1917
William Lisle Rockley was born on 7 
May 1896 in the USA. He was educated 
at Grosvenor School and Waverley 
School in Nottingham, Gresham's in 
Norfolk and Laleham School in Margate, 
Kent. After leaving school he continued 
his education in Paris. He joined the 
University of Nottingham Officer Training 
Corps in 1914 and received a 
commission in the 6th York and 
Lancaster Regiment. Lieutenant 
Rockley's first action was in 1915 at 
Gallipoli where he was awarded the 
Military Cross for conspicuous gallantry. 
During the British troops' evacuation, he 
became seriously ill and was 
hospitalised in Malta. He was 
discharged to England in February 1916 
where he spent that year recovering. He 
returned to active service the following 
spring. He was killed on 10th October 
1917 during the 3rd Battle of Ypres while 
serving with the 10th York and Lancaster 
Regiment. His body was not recovered. 
He was twenty-one years old.

Lisle Rockley 1859-1932
Lisle Rockley had been born in Radcliffe 
in 1859, the youngest child of William 
and Letitia Rockley. The family lived at 
Bailey House, later known as Brick 
House, on Water Lane. Lisle Rockley 
worked in the emerging bill posting and 
advertising industry, travelling to New 
York in 1895 where William was born. 
He soon returned to England and formed 
Rockley's Ltd in Nottingham, where his 
family now resided. After William's tragic 
death, he decided to create a memorial 
park in his native village of Radcliffe on 
Trent that would be worthy of the dead 
and a joy to the living.

Rockley Memorial Park
Vistas were cut through the trees, undergrowth cleared, waterfalls 
constructed by tapping hidden springs and dell walks leading down to 
the river were created. A grass promenade, thirty-six feet wide and over 
a mile in length was laid out along the top of the cliffs. Four shaded 
plateaux jutting out to the cliff edge were constructed with seating 
provided, allowing the public to admire the view. Two small parks were 
laid out with access to the promenade and Rockley Avenue: a small 
'rest' park, and a larger 'pleasure park' with flower beds and a pavilion. A 
bird sanctuary was planned and Mr. Rockley later provided food and 
nesting boxes. He also paid for the construction of the park keeper's 
cottage in the grounds. More than 10,000 ornamental shrubs, flowering 
trees and evergreens were planted.

Part funded by Nottinghamshire County Council’s Local 
Improvement Scheme

The park was officially opened on Saturday 15 October 1927. The 
ceremony was attended by local dignitaries, members of the Rockley 
family and a large crowd of Radcliffe residents. A memorial tablet was 
unveiled in the pavilion. For the next three years Mr. Rockley oversaw 
the park's upkeep but handed over the duties to the Parish Council in 
October 1930.

Lisle Rockley died at his Nottingham home on 5 August 1932. His ashes 
were scattered in this park.

The creation of Rockley Memorial Park
Work on the park began in November 1926. By this time Mr. Rockley, 
now a successful businessman, had gone to the remarkable extent of 
purchasing twenty-five individually owned plots of land overlooking the 
River Trent. These plots had previously been acquired by individuals 
from the sale of the Manvers estate in 1920. One of the owners was 
Albert Ball, former Mayor of Nottingham and father of ace pilot Albert 
Ball VC. Local labour, including ex-servicemen, was employed to 
prepare the site. The overgrown area was in a poor state with masses of 
trees along the cliffs, tangled undergrowth and rank vegetation. The view 
across the Trent Valley was hidden and access to the river was difficult.
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