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Radcliffe joined the ever-expanding rail network in July 1850. Construction of 
the line from Nottingham to Grantham was by the Ambergate, Nottingham and 
Boston and Eastern Junction Railway. This company later amalgamated with 
the Great Northern Railway, allowing this line to run into the Nottingham Midland 
Station.

The line crossed the River Trent at Radcliffe by ‘a very fine viaduct of great 
strength and magnitude'. This was known as the Rectory Junction viaduct and 
is Grade II listed. It was originally built in 1848-1850 and was constructed in 
timber and comprised 32 spans. It was rebuilt in brick in 1909-1910 and then 
strengthened by British Rail in 1981 by encasing the internal cast iron ribs in 
concrete.

The first timetable shows four 
passenger trains each way 
between Nottingham and 
Grantham on Monday to Saturday 
and two on Sundays. The fare 
was 1s.6d first class, 1s.0d 
second class or 6d third class.

In the 1860s cheap day 
excursions from Radcliffe to 
London cost 6s. By 1873 trains 
were running to the little fishing 
village known as Skegness.

In turn, day trippers from Nottingham came in vast numbers by train to Radcliffe, 
to enjoy the country and riverside. On Whit Monday 1881 as many as 2000 
people arrived.

In its heyday the station boasted 
a spacious goods yard for coal, 
builders' materials and cattle, a 
booking office, two waiting 
rooms, two public lavatories, a 
porter's room, a cycle store, a 
wooden waiting room with a 
large canopy and the gracefully 
arched footbridge.

RADCLIFFE STATION

The coming of the railway 
brought dramatic changes to 
Radcliffe. Wealthy 
industrialists built houses 
near the station; they and 
their employees commuted to 
the city. The village’s 
character began to change 
from agricultural to suburban.

Part funded by Nottinghamshire County Council’s Local 
Improvement Scheme

During the First World War Gladys Breedon of 
Cropwell Road served as a porter, breaching 
this previously male preserve.

From 1967 onwards we saw the closure of the 
goods yard and the demolition of the station 
buildings. By 1999 the barest of platform 
facilities remained.
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