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RIVER TRENT
The River Trent, the third longest river in 
England, has always played an important 
part in the life of the village. Bronze Age 
(2000 – 500BC) dugout canoes have 
been found just two miles upstream near 
Holme Pierrepont. Over the centuries 
invaders, traders, fishermen, day-trippers 
from Nottingham and village residents 
have all made use of our river.

It was, however, also treacherous. 
Records show that drownings were 
frequent, including of children at play and 
farm workers leading cattle to and from 
the village pastures on the far bank.

In the early 20th century cattle could be seen grazing alongside the cliff and 
river.

THE WHARF, FERRY AND RIVERSIDE

With the decline of commercial 
traffic, the Wharf became a 
pleasant area for recreation, 
with teas on offer at Wharf 
House. Apart from ferry boats, 
excursion boats from 
Nottingham were once a 
common sight. Rowing boats 
could be hired and a sandy bay 
was a popular picnic area.

Part funded by Nottinghamshire County Council’s Local 
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FERRY
A ferry gave access to Stoke 
Bardolph, Carlton and Gedling, 
with a single crossing costing one 
penny. Although the obligation to 
maintain the ferry still existed as 
recently as the 1940s, the service 
has long since lapsed.

WHARF
A Trent Navigation Company map 
of 1782 shows a wharf here, the 
hub of a thriving trade in goods, 
notably coal and lime. This activity 
declined after the coming of the 
railway in 1850.

People would swim in the 
river and in the summer, 
with the river at its lowest, it 
was possible to walk across 
the bed of the Trent.

In the 1950s a pleasure 
boat 'Pride of the Yare' 
offered trips between 
Radcliffe and Trent Bridge - 
a round trip of two and a 
half hours.

THE RECREATION 
GROUND
In 1897, as part of the 
celebrations for Queen Victoria's 
diamond jubilee, the Parish 
Council opened a playground for 
children off Wharf Lane - the 
present Recreation Ground. 
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